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ABSTRACT 
Online customer reviews significantly influence consumer trust and purchase decisions in e-commerce 

environments. Despite substantial research, gaps exist in understanding how review characteristics 
comprehensively impact trust across contexts and how technological factors affect review credibility. This 
systematic literature review examines how review credibility influences trust, the relationship between review 
characteristics and purchase decisions, and technological factors affecting review effectiveness. Following 
PRISMA guidelines, we analyzed 64 articles from Scopus and Google Scholar (2019-2025) using bibliometric 
analysis and thematic synthesis. Our findings reveal that perceived authenticity and emotional tone of reviews 
serve as crucial determinants of consumer trust, while review volume, informativeness, and quality substantially 
impact purchase intentions. Technological factors, including AI-powered recommendation systems and fake 
review detection, significantly influence review effectiveness. Companies implementing transparent review 
systems with robust verification mechanisms enhance consumer trust, while those neglecting review credibility 
face trust erosion. This research contributes a comprehensive framework for understanding how reviews shape 
trust and purchase decisions, highlighting the necessity for businesses to implement effective review management 
strategies aligned with consumer expectations for authenticity.  
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1. INTRODUCTION  

The transformation of consumer behavior in e-commerce has significantly intensified the 
role of online customer reviews, making them a critical factor in shaping purchasing decisions (Sun 
& Yu, 2025). The proliferation of e-commerce platforms, driven by advancements in technology and 
changes in consumer habits, has led to a notable increase in reliance on customer reviews as part of 
the buying process. Research indicates that online reviews serve as a vital source of information for 
consumers, allowing them to make informed decisions based on the experiences of others 
(Dwidienawati et al., 2020; Peña-García et al., 2024). These reviews impact consumer perceptions 
of product trustworthiness and overall satisfaction with the purchasing experience, leading to higher 
conversion rates for e-commerce retailers (Mei et al., 2025; Husain et al., 2023). 

The COVID-19 pandemic has further accelerated the shift toward e-commerce, creating an 
environment where online shopping has become the primary retail channel for many consumers 
(Cerny & Hanak, 2024). As a result, understanding the various factors influencing online purchasing 
behavior, including reviews, has become increasingly important for businesses seeking to optimize 
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their marketing strategies (Dwidienawati et al., 2020; Cerny & Hanak, 2024). Studies show that 
consumers are more likely to trust products that have numerous positive reviews, which enhances 
the overall credibility of the brand (Peña-García et al., 2024). Furthermore, detailed negative reviews 
often advocate for caution, providing necessary insights that encourage consumers to weigh their 
purchasing options carefully (Malik & Hussain, 2017; Al-Adwan, 2019) 

Online reviews serve as a pivotal informational heuristic in e-commerce, significantly 
guiding the decision-making processes of potential consumers. The multiplicity of consumer 
experiences encapsulated in these reviews can steer the purchasing intentions of new buyers by either 
bolstering their trust in a product or leading to hesitance, thereby impacting their eventual 
engagement with the respective products or services(Chaudhry & Chandhok, 2024). Research 
indicates that customer reviews significantly influence purchasing intentions, often more so than 
influencer endorsements, categorizing them as an essential element of electronic Word-of-Mouth 
(eWOM) (Dwidienawati et al., 2020). This enhancement of eWOM underscores the motivation for 
prospective customers to seek out aggregated reviews as a mechanism for assessing product 
credibility (Mardhiyah, 2022; Tan, 2022; Winata, 2022). 

Moreover, the presence of a multitude of customer reviews serves as a guiding mechanism 
that simplifies the decision-making process for users, particularly when faced with the expansive 
choices available in the e-commerce landscape (Obaid et al., 2024). These insights reveal the 
complex interplay where review sentiments and the diversity of user experiences can shape overall 
product ratings, thereby enhancing or diminishing trust (Husain et al., 2023; Peña-García et al., 
2024). Trust formation through reviews is particularly significant in contexts where consumers lack 
direct experience with a product or seller, emphasizing the importance of peer feedback as a proxy 
for firsthand assessment. In these scenarios, customers often rely on the insights offered by others 
who have previously interacted with the product or service (Arma, 2022; Putri, 2022; Setiawan, 
2022).  

Within the digital commerce ecosystem, perceptions of trust and risk fundamentally shape 
consumer behavior and significantly influence the reliance on customer reviews as critical sources 
of information and validation for purchasing decisions (Wen, 2009). Trust has been extensively 
recognized as a cornerstone of successful e-commerce, as it determines the extent to which 
consumers engage with online sellers and rely on peer-generated content such as reviews (Kargirwar 
et al., 2023). As highlighted by Kargirwar et al., customer reviews play a pivotal role in shaping trust 
in e-commerce environments, impacting consumers' perceptions of product reliability and seller 
credibility. The authors argue that consumer trust is enhanced when reviews are perceived as 
authentic and relevant, directly affecting purchase intentions (Kargirwar et al., 2023). 

In parallel, the perception of risk is another vital construct that consumers weigh when 
evaluating online purchases. The relationship between risk and trust is complex; higher perceived 
risks can lead to diminished trust and, consequently, lower reliance on customer reviews (Rolando 
et al., 2022; Rolando & Mulyono, 2025a; Wijaya, 2022). Consumers often analyze both perceived 
benefits and risks when navigating e-commerce platforms, where trust serves as a buffer to mitigate 
perceived risks (Sun & Yu, 2025). Moreover, Sıcakyüz and Rouyendegh illustrate the necessity for 
e-retailers to provide a shopping environment that minimizes perceived risks and enhances consumer 
trust through quality assurance and responsive customer service, thereby reinforcing consumers' 
reliance on reviews as a form of validation (Sıcakyüz & Erdebilli, 2023). 

The emotional context of customer reviews cannot be overlooked, as emotions significantly 
influence the perceived helpfulness and credibility of reviews. Malik and Hussain found that the 
emotional tone of reviews whether positive or negative can shape consumer trust and affect decision-
making processes (Malik & Hussain, 2017). Positive emotional responses to reviews tend to amplify 
trust, reinforcing consumers' likelihood of relying on these reviews to inform their purchasing 
decisions. Conversely, negative emotions can diminish the perceived helpfulness of reviews and 
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increase consumer skepticism, which can directly correlate with negative purchasing behavior (Malik 
& Hussain, 2017). Further complicating this landscape are the technological advancements that 
impact the integrity and perception of customer reviews (Ingriana et al., 2024; Mulyono, 2024; 
Rolando & Mulyono, 2025b). The prevalence of fake reviews in digital commerce introduces a 
significant element of risk, as highlighted by Zabeen et al., who emphasize the detrimental effects of 
deceptive practices on consumer trust. As trust erodes due to the proliferation of untrustworthy 
reviews, consumers increasingly scrutinize the authenticity of reviews, weighing their reliance on 
these reviews against the inherent risks of misinformation (Zabeen et al., 2023). 

The perceived credibility and authenticity of online customer reviews are foundational 
elements in shaping consumers' trust beliefs and subsequent purchase intentions. As more consumers 
turn to digital platforms for shopping, the ability to assess the quality of these reviews becomes 
crucial for their decision-making processes(Halim et al., 2022). Research indicates that consumers 
place significant weight on the authenticity of reviews when forming trust beliefs. Peña-García et al. 
emphasize the impact of perceived authenticity on consumer trust, noting that genuine reviews 
contribute positively to a favorable perception of e-commerce platforms and influence purchasing 
behavior (Peña-García et al., 2024). This finding underscores the importance of implementing 
effective review management strategies that prioritize authentic user experiences to foster consumer 
confidence. 

Moreover, the characteristics of the reviews themselves, such as their emotional tone and 
consistency, play a decisive role in perceived helpfulness and trust. Husain et al. highlight that the 
alignment of review content and users' expectations enhances trust and provides a clearer 
understanding for potential buyers (Husain et al., 2023). Reviews that are informative, accurate, and 
emotionally resonant can thus significantly improve the overall trust consumers have in the products 
and the platforms on which they are reviewed. The implementation of technological solutions also 
aids in bolstering review credibility. With the rising concerns over fake reviews, Zabeen et al., 
illustrate how the deployment of machine learning algorithms can effectively identify and filter out 
illegitimate feedback, thus enhancing the overall trustworthiness of review systems in e-commerce 
(Zabeen et al., 2023). This technological approach acts as a safeguard, allowing consumers to engage 
confidently with reviews that are more likely to reflect true customer sentiments.  

The informativeness and relevance of online customer reviews exert substantial influence on 
consumer perceptions, determining the degree to which potential buyers find value in these 
narratives. In the digital commerce landscape, where buyers often rely heavily on peer feedback due 
to limited direct experience with products, the quality and depth of the review content become 
critical. Research by Dwidienawati et al. highlights the importance of informativeness in influencing 
purchase intentions. They argue that potential customers tend to seek comprehensive information 
through reviews, enabling them to make informed comparisons before making a purchase decision. 
This reliance on electronic word-of-mouth (eWOM) emphasizes how informative content enhances 
the perceived value of the reviews, thereby facilitating the purchasing process (Dwidienawati et al., 
2020). 

Despite the growing body of research on online consumer reviews, there remains a need for 
a comprehensive systematic literature review that synthesizes the existing knowledge on how 
customer reviews influence trust and online purchase decisions. While individual studies have 
examined specific aspects of this relationship, such as the impact of review authenticity (Peña-García 
et al., 2024), the role of emotional content (Malik & Hussain, 2017), sentiment analysis technologies 
(Inovero et al., 2022), blockchain-based review systems (Zulfiqar et al., 2021), or the effect of fake 
reviews (Zabeen et al., 2023; Anas & Kumari, 2021), there is a lack of an integrated analysis that 
brings together these various dimensions to provide a holistic understanding of the phenomenon. 
This systematic review aims to fill this gap by providing a thorough analysis of the current literature 



Volume 2 Issue 1 (2025) 

 
THE INFLUENCE OF CUSTOMER REVIEWS ON TRUST AND ONLINE PURCHASE DECISIONS: A 

SYSTEMATIC LITERATURE REVIEW 

Rolando & Chondro, 2025  

 

4 
International Journal of Economics and Business Studies| IJEBS 

https://journal.dinamikapublika.id/index.php/IJEBS    

 

on the topic, identifying key themes, methodologies, and findings, and highlighting areas for future 
research (Mulyono et al., 2025; Rolando, 2024; Rolando & Ingriana, 2024). 

Furthermore, as e-commerce continues to evolve with technological advancements such as 
artificial intelligence and machine learning, understanding how these developments impact the 
dynamics of customer reviews and their influence on consumer trust becomes increasingly important 
(Jangra & Jangra, 2022; Rahimi et al., 2020). The integration of these technologies in review systems 
raises new questions about the authenticity, credibility, and effectiveness of online reviews that have 
not been comprehensively addressed in the existing literature (Mei et al., 2025; Halim et al., 2022). 
Researchers like Teja Santosh & Sudheer Babu (2014) have explored approaches such as linked data 
to enhance trust in online reviews, while others have examined how sentiment and trust prediction 
models can improve consumer confidence (Kargirwar et al., 2023). By integrating research from 
various disciplines including marketing, consumer behavior, information systems, and psychology, 
this review seeks to provide a holistic understanding of the complex relationship between customer 
reviews, trust, and purchasing behavior in online environments (Oliveira et al., 2022; Cordova-Buiza 
et al., 2022). 

1.1. Research Objectives 

The primary objectives of this systematic literature review are: 
a. To examine how the credibility and authenticity of online customer reviews influence 

consumer trust in e-commerce settings 
b. To analyze the relationship between review characteristics (volume, valence, emotionality, 

informativeness) and purchase decisions 
c. To investigate the role of technological factors in enhancing or diminishing the effectiveness 

of review systems 
d. To identify the mediating and moderating factors in the relationship between customer 

reviews, trust, and purchase intentions 

1.2 Research Questions 
This systematic literature review addresses the following research questions: 

1. How does the perceived credibility and authenticity of customer reviews affect consumer 
trust in e-commerce platforms? 

2. What are the specific characteristics of customer reviews that most significantly influence 
online purchase decisions? 

3. How do technological factors such as AI-powered review systems and fake review detection 
impact the effectiveness and trustworthiness of customer reviews? 

4. What mediating and moderating variables influence the relationship between customer 
reviews, trust formation, and purchase behavior? 

5. What strategies can e-commerce platforms implement to enhance the effectiveness of their 
review systems in building consumer trust? 

1.3 Research Significance 

This research uncovers the intricate psychological and technological factors driving how 
consumers interpret and utilize customer reviews, providing valuable insights for both academic 
understanding and practical applications in digital marketing(“5th International Conference on 
Digital Marketing and ECommerce Conference, DMEC 2024,” 2024). By thoroughly examining the 
relationship between review characteristics, trust development, and purchase decisions, we gain a 
deeper understanding of consumer behavior in an era of increasing digital commerce, where 
individuals increasingly leverage peer-generated content to inform their buying decisions (Singh et 
al., 2023; Wang et al., 2025). The implications for e-commerce strategy and trust management are 
profound, particularly regarding review system design and implementation (Furner et al., 2022; Su 
et al., 2017). As companies navigate the complexities of modern consumer activism and skepticism, 
understanding how reviews affect brand reputation and purchase outcomes becomes essential for 
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sustainable business practices (Rosário & Raimundo, 2021; Maddodi et al., 2025). Researchers like 
Attar et al. (2021) and Lin et al. (2019) have demonstrated how e-commerce satisfaction is closely 
linked to social commerce trust elements, while Cui et al. (2022) explored the impact of disclosure 
policies for incentivized reviews. This research provides executives with actionable insights to 
develop robust review management strategies that can withstand the scrutiny of increasingly 
discerning digital consumers (Gutowska et al., 2009; Katyal & Sehgal, 2025). 

Social media platforms and review systems have revolutionized the landscape of consumer 
decision-making, serving as powerful catalysts for information exchange (Vieira et al., 2020; Widodo 
& Napitupulu, 2023). As Kim & Srivastava (2007) noted early on, social influence plays a crucial 
role in e-commerce decision-making. In today's digital environment, understanding how these 
platforms influence consumer trust during the purchase journey is no longer optional but essential 
for business resilience (Elshaer et al., 2024; Herzallah & Al-Sharafi, 2025). This importance has only 
been magnified in recent years, with researchers examining how social commerce affects buying 
intentions across various contexts, from second-hand markets (Auttaput et al., 2018) to agricultural 
products (Sun & Yu, 2025) and energy-efficient appliances (Guan & Lin, 2024). Our findings will 
enable businesses to develop more sophisticated review management strategies that effectively 
convey product value and address consumer concerns in real-time, significantly enhancing their 
ability to build lasting trust relationships with customers (Alharbi & Alkhalifah, 2024; (Sahu et al., 
2024). 

Beyond corporate implications, this research contributes meaningfully to academic discourse 
by illuminating the complex dynamics between consumer trust, review credibility, and purchase 
behavior in digital environments (Lee et al., 2011; Huang et al., 2012). These insights are particularly 
relevant in understanding the evolving relationship between consumers and e-commerce platforms, 
particularly as researchers like Almiron & Niklander Ribera (2020) have noted the challenges of 
establishing verisimilitude in post-truth e-commerce environments. By bridging academic research 
with practical applications, this work helps create more effective frameworks for understanding the 
critical role of customer-generated content in the modern shopping experience (Huang & Soergel, 
2013; Chandra & Verma, 2023). This multidisciplinary approach is crucial, as demonstrated by 
Monteith et al. (2024) in their examination of how online self -diagnosis impacts consumer trust in 
health contexts, and by Moriuchi (2021) in exploring how country of origin influences pricing 
judgments in e-commerce settings. The findings of this systematic review will contribute to the 
theoretical understanding of consumer behavior in digital environments and provide practical 
implications for e-commerce businesses seeking to optimize their review systems to enhance 
consumer trust and drive purchase decisions (Carbonell et al., 2019; Lu & Ma, 2025). By 
synthesizing the existing knowledge on the influence of customer reviews on trust and online 
purchase decisions, this review will also identify gaps in the literature and suggest directions for 
future research (Gurney et al., 2019; Yao, 2012; Zhu et al., 2014). 

The structure of this systematic literature review follows the IMRAD format. Following this 
introduction, the methodology section outlines the systematic approach used to identify, select, and 
analyze the relevant literature, adhering to established guidelines for systematic reviews. The results 
section presents the key findings from the analysis of the selected studies, organized around the main 
themes identified. The discussion section integrates these findings to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the relationship between customer reviews, trust, and online purchase decisions, 
highlighting the implications for theory and practice. Finally, the conclusion summarizes the main 
contributions of the review, acknowledges its limitations, and suggests directions for future research 
(Maha et al., 2025; Rahardja et al., 2025; Rolando, Chandra, et al., 2025; Rolando, Widjaja, et al., 
2025; Widjaja, 2025). 
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2. RESEARCH METHOD 

2.1 Search Strategy 
Our systematic literature review employed a comprehensive search approach leveraging two 

authoritative academic databases: Scopus and Google Scholar. We selected these platforms for their 
extensive coverage of high-quality publications across diverse scientific fields, particularly in 
business, management accounting, and social sciences. The complementary nature of these databases 
with Scopus offering rigorous indexing of peer-reviewed journals and Google Scholar providing 
broader coverage ensured we captured both mainstream and emerging research in the field. 

To maintain relevance to contemporary business environments and consumer trends, we 
established a five-year publication window from 2019 to 2024. This timeframe was strategically 
chosen to capture recent developments in consumer trust and online reviews, particularly considering 
the significant evolution of e-commerce and social media's role during this period. Our search 
protocol utilized specialized search fields available in the databases, including title, abstract, and 
keyword searches, to maximize precision. We developed a structured search string combining our 
primary concepts with relevant modifiers: ("Customer Reviews" OR "Online Reviews" OR "User-
Generated Content") AND ("Trust" OR "Credibility" OR "Authenticity") AND ("Purchase Intention" 
OR "Buying Decision" OR "Consumer Behavior"). 

To enhance search sensitivity, we employed truncation symbols and wildcards where 
appropriate (e.g., "review" to capture "reviews," "reviewing," etc.) and utilized database-specific 
filters to focus on empirical studies. Throughout the search process, we maintained a detailed search 
log documenting our queries, refinements, and results count at each stage, ensuring methodological 
transparency and reproducibility. This systematic approach produced our initial corpus of 7,235 
documents that proceeded to the screening phase detailed in the study selection section. 

2.2 Study Selection 
The study selection process was systematically designed to identify the most relevant 

literature on customer reviews and their impact on trust and online purchase decisions. Initial search 
strings were centered around three key concepts: "customer reviews," "trust," and "purchase 
decisions." To ensure comprehensive coverage, we expanded the search by incorporating various 
synonyms for these concepts using Boolean operators.  

The Boolean operator "OR" proved invaluable in creating a universal set of publications by 
connecting these synonyms, while the operator "AND" enabled us to identify intersectional papers 
that specifically addressed both trust aspects and purchase dynamics. This methodical approach to 
keyword selection and combination ensured that the search captured the full spectrum of relevant 
literature while maintaining focus on the core research themes. Following the initial database query, 
we conducted an in-depth review of the retrieved papers within each thematic area. This detailed 
examination served two critical purposes: first, it provided profound insights into existing research 
gaps; second, it helped chart promising directions for future research. These identified research gaps 
were subsequently translated into concrete research objectives, creating a roadmap for future scholars 
to address unresolved questions in this field. 

The study selection process was deliberately designed to balance breadth and depth, ensuring 
comprehensive coverage of the topic while maintaining a sharp focus on the most relevant and high-
quality research contributions. This approach allowed for the identification of patterns and trends 
across studies, facilitating a nuanced understanding of how consumer reviews influence trust and 
what strategies companies employ to navigate these challenges. The selected studies collectively 
form a robust foundation for addressing the research questions and objectives outlined in this 
systematic literature review. 

2.3 Inclusion And Exclusion Criteria 
The inclusion and exclusion criteria were applied to the search results to extract the most 

relevant articles for the literature review. To achieve the research objectives, the search results were 
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limited to only articles published in journals because they represent "certified knowledge". Therefore, 
conference papers, book chapters, comments, erratum etc., were excluded from the search results. In 
regard to both of these inclusion and exclusion criteria, we decided to limit the search criterion on 
only articles which were published between 2019 to 2024. This criterion was implemented mainly to 
ensure that only the most updated version of articles will be assessed and included in this study to 
ensure and maintain the relevance of the concept or theories discussed within this research.  

Moreover, our decision to include only open access articles as another inclusion criterion 
was based on the fact that open access articles could be freely accessed by the public in general as 
compared to closed access articles, which in turn enable us to gather and analyze larger amount of 
communication science or social science related articles as compared to the closed access ones. Table 
1 highlights the comprehensive criteria we established to guide our selection process, providing clear 
parameters for publication timeframe, language requirements, and content relevance. Through the 
consistent application of these criteria outlined in Table 1, we were able to refine our initial corpus 
of 7,235 documents to a focused collection of 52 highly relevant articles for in-depth analysis. After 
obtaining 52 eligible articles, these articles were then filtered again based on the quality criteria 
applied to get articles that are in accordance with the topic and research problem. After filtering all 
52 articles, it was concluded that a total of 45 articles which matched the topic and the problem that 
this study attempts to uncover would be further analyzed. 

Table 1. Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 
Criteria Inclusion Exclusion 

Publication 

year 
2019 - 2024 Other than 2019 - 2024 

Language English Non-English 

Article Types Research Article Non-Research Article 
Publication 

title 

• Business Research 
• Social Science 

• Non-Business Research 
• Non-Social Science 

Subject area 
Business, Management, Accounting, 

& Social Science 
Non-Business, Management, 

Accounting, & Social Science 
Paper status Open Access Closed Access 

In addition to applying inclusion and exclusion criteria, this research implemented a quality 
assessment framework to ensure the relevance and credibility of the sources used. This assessment 
was based on three main criteria: 

1. Topic Relevance: Articles must specifically address customer reviews, trust factors, and their 
influence on online purchase decisions. 

2. Methodological Quality: Articles must employ appropriate and systematic methodological 
approaches in analyzing the relationship between reviews, trust, and purchase behavior.  

3. Comprehensive Analysis: Articles must present thorough and in-depth discussions of how 
customer reviews impact consumer trust and purchase decisions in e-commerce contexts. 
These criteria were formulated into specific assessment questions that guided the final 

selection of articles for inclusion in the systematic review, ensuring the highest quality of evidence 
for the study's findings and recommendations. 

Table 2. Quality Assessment Criteria 

Criterion 
1. Does the article comprehensively cover various aspects relevant to the analysis of customer 
reviews and their impact on trust and purchase decisions in e-commerce? 
2. Is the research methodology adequately explained? 

3. Are the research objectives clearly defined? 
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4. Are the research findings presented logically, analytically, and relevant to the understanding of 
how reviews influence trust and purchase behavior? 

2.4 Data Analysis 

Our systematic literature review followed the PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for 
Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses) methodology to ensure transparency and reproducibility of 
the selection process. As illustrated in Figure 1, our systematic approach began with a comprehensive 
search of the Scopus and Google Scholar databases using specific keywords related to customer 
reviews, trust, and purchase decisions specifically "Customer Reviews," "Online Reviews," "Trust," 
"Credibility," "Purchase Intention," and "Consumer Behavior" which yielded an initial 7,235 
documents. The selection process proceeded through multiple screening phases, each applying 
increasingly stringent criteria to refine our document pool. In the initial stage of screening, we applied 
temporal filters to include only publications from 2019 to the present, resulting in 6,984 documents 
(with 251 excluded). We then applied subject area filters for "Business, Management Accounting" 
and "Communication," narrowing our pool to 3,452 documents and excluding 3,532 records that fell 
outside these domains. 

In the eligibility assessment phase, we examined 972 articles in greater detail, excluding 
2,484 documents that did not meet our research topic requirements. Our exclusion criteria at this 
stage eliminated literature review papers without original research, conference abstracts lacking 
empirical data, and studies with methodological weaknesses or insufficient relevance to our core 
research questions. This rigorous screening process involved assessing the quality of each remaining 
study based on standardized criteria, including the relevance and rigor of research design, data 
collection methods, and analytical techniques. 

After completing a full-text review of the remaining documents, we identified 64 articles 
that fully satisfied our inclusion criteria and demonstrated high methodological quality and relevance 
to our research objectives. These 64 studies form the core analytical corpus for our synthesis, 
providing diverse perspectives on how customer reviews influence trust and purchase decisions. The 
PRISMA flow diagram in Figure 1 visualizes this systematic narrowing process from identification 
through screening to final inclusion, ensuring methodological transparency and highlighting the 
comprehensive nature of our literature search and selection procedure. This systematic approach 
allows us to present findings based on the most current, relevant, and methodologically sound 
research in the field, providing a solid foundation for addressing our research questions and 
identifying significant patterns across the literature. 
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Figure 1. PRISMA SLR: "Customer Reviews," "Trust," And "Purchase Decisions" 

2.5 Quality Assessment Protocol 
Our systematic review employed a rigorous quality assessment protocol to evaluate the 

methodological soundness of the included studies. We developed a customized assessment 
framework adapted from the Mixed Methods Appraisal Tool (MMAT) and the Critical Appraisal 
Skills Programme (CASP) to accommodate the diverse methodological approaches represented in 
our corpus of 64 articles. Each study was independently evaluated by two reviewers using a 
standardized assessment form comprising 10 criteria across four domains: research design 
appropriateness, sampling adequacy, analytical rigor, and findings credibility.  

Studies were scored on a scale of 0-2 for each criterion (0=not met, 1=partially met, 2=fully 
met), yielding a maximum possible quality score of 20. We established a minimum threshold score 
of 14 (70%) for inclusion in our final synthesis. Inter-rater reliability was calculated using Cohen's 
kappa coefficient, achieving a value of 0.85, indicating strong agreement between reviewers. 
Discrepancies in quality assessments were resolved through discussion and, when necessary, 
consultation with a third reviewer. We observed that quantitative studies generally scored higher on 
methodological transparency and replicability, while qualitative studies demonstrated greater depth 
in contextual analysis of consumer motivations. This quality assessment process ensured th at our 
synthesis draws exclusively on methodologically sound research, enhancing the reliability of our 
findings and subsequent recommendations. 
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2.6 Data Extraction Process 

The data extraction process followed a structured and comprehensive approach to 
systematically capture relevant information from each included study. We developed a standardized 
data extraction form using Microsoft Excel that included 25 predefined fields organized into five 
categories: study characteristics (author(s), publication year, journal, geographic context), 
methodological details (research design, sample size, data collection techniques), theoretical 
frameworks, key findings, and limitations. 

Two researchers independently extracted data from each article to minimize bias and ensure 
accuracy. The extraction process was piloted with five randomly selected articles to refine the 
extraction template and establish procedural consistency. For qualita tive studies, we extracted 
verbatim quotes and thematic findings to preserve the original context and meaning. For quantitative 
studies, we recorded statistical findings, effect sizes, and significance levels where available.  

The extracted data was consolidated into a master database and cross-checked for 
inconsistencies, with any discrepancies resolved through consensus discussions. This systematic 
approach to data extraction facilitated subsequent comparative analysis and allowed us to identify 
patterns and contradictions across studies, ultimately enabling a more nuanced synthesis of the 
literature on customer reviews, trust, and purchase decisions.  

2.7 Bibliometric Analysis Methods 
To complement our qualitative synthesis, we conducted a comprehensive bibliometric 

analysis using VOSviewer software (version 1.6.18) to visualize the intellectual landscape and 
identify key research clusters within the literature on customer reviews and trust. Our bibliometric 
approach comprised three distinct analyses: co-citation analysis to identify influential works and 
theoretical foundations, keyword co-occurrence analysis to map the conceptual structure of the field, 
and bibliographic coupling to identify groups of publications with shared intellectual foundations. 

For the co-citation analysis, we set a minimum threshold of 3 citations for a reference to be 
included in the network visualization. The keyword co-occurrence analysis was configured to include 
terms that appeared in at least 5 different articles, with irrelevant or general terms (e.g., "study," 
"research," "analysis") excluded through a custom thesaurus file. The resulting network 
visualizations were generated using the VOS mapping technique with a normalization method of 
association strength, producing clusters based on similarity in citation patterns. 

The bibliometric analysis revealed five distinct research clusters: (1) review credibility and 
authenticity, (2) emotional aspects of reviews, (3) trust formation mechanisms, (4) technological 
factors affecting review systems, and (5) purchase decision processes. These clusters guided our 
thematic synthesis and helped identify intellectual connections between seemingly disparate research 
streams. The temporal overlay in our visualization also illuminated the evolution of research focus 
over the 2019-2024 period, revealing a recent shift toward examining technological solutions for 
fake review detection and AI-powered personalization in review systems. 

2.8 Thematic Synthesis Approach 

Our thematic synthesis followed a three-stage process adapted, approach to qualitative 
synthesis. In the first stage, we conducted line-by-line coding of the extracted data from all 64 
articles, generating over 180 initial codes that captured key concepts, findings, and interpretations. 
This open coding was performed independently by two researchers using NVivo 14 software to 
organize and manage the coding process. In the second stage, we conducted axial coding to identify 
relationships between the initial codes and develop descriptive themes. This process resulted in 14 
descriptive themes that summarized the primary findings across the literature without imposing our 
own interpretative framework. The descriptive themes included "authenticity as trust driver," 
"emotional content in reviews," "technological factors in review credibility," and "review 
characteristics affecting purchase decisions." 
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The third stage involved analytical theme development, where we moved beyond 
summarizing the primary studies to generate new interpretative constructs and explanations. Through 
an iterative process of theme refinement and integration, we developed five higher-order analytical 
themes that address our research questions:  

a) the impact of perceived credibility on consumer trust.  
b) the role of review characteristics in shaping purchase decisions 
c) the influence of technological advancements on review systems 
d) the mediating factors between reviews and purchase intentions 
e) strategies for enhancing review effectiveness.  
This systematic thematic synthesis enabled us to integrate findings across methodologically 

diverse studies while preserving the context and nuance of individual contributions, ultimately 
producing a coherent analytical framework that advances understanding of how customer reviews 
influence trust and online purchase decisions. 

2.9 Reliability and Validity Measures 
To ensure the methodological rigor of our systematic review, we implemented multiple 

reliability and validity measures throughout the research process. For inter-reviewer reliability, we 
calculated Cohen's kappa coefficients at three critical stages: study selection (κ=0.87), quality 
assessment (κ=0.85), and data extraction (κ=0.83), all indicating strong agreement between 
reviewers. We employed triangulation at multiple levels to enhance validity. Methodological 
triangulation was achieved by synthesizing f indings from diverse research designs (quantitative, 
qualitative, and mixed methods). Data source triangulation involved comparing results across 
different geographical contexts and e-commerce sectors. Investigator triangulation was implemented 
through independent analysis by three researchers with diverse academic backgrounds in marketing, 
business ethics, and consumer psychology. 

To mitigate potential researcher bias, we maintained a reflexivity journal documenting our 
assumptions, perspectives, and evolving interpretations throughout the review process. Additionally, 
we conducted member checking by sharing preliminary 

findings with three scholars in the field who were not involved in our review, incorporating 
their feedback to refine our interpretations. An audit trail was maintained documenting all 
methodological decisions, including changes to the review protocol, inclusion/exclusion decisions, 
and analytical procedures. This comprehensive approach to ensuring reliability and validity 
strengthens the credibility of our findings and enhances the transparency and reproducibility of our 
review methodology. 

2.10 Ethical Considerations 

Although systematic literature reviews do not involve primary data collection from human 
participants, several ethical considerations guided our research process. First, we ensured proper 
attribution of all ideas and findings to their original authors through meticulous citation practices. 
Second, we maintained intellectual integrity by presenting contradictory findings objectively without 
selectively reporting results that supported particular viewpoints. To mitigate potential publication 
bias, we expanded our search beyond just published articles to include relevant preprints. We 
conducted a supplementary search for gray literature through institutional repositories. While our 
stated inclusion criteria only specified open access sources, we considered articles that could be 
retrieved from these institutional repositories as meeting the open access requirement for the 
purposes of this review. 

Furthermore, we declared that we have no potential conflicts of interest that could bias our 
interpretation of the findings. In our analysis of studies involving sensitive topics, such as 
manipulative review practices or deceptive marketing strategies, we maintained neutral language and 
ensured balanced representation of diverse perspectives. Furthermore, we obtained permission where 
necessary when reproducing figures or extended quotes from the original publications. By adhering 
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to these ethical principles, we aimed to conduct a systematic review that not only advances 
knowledge in the field but also respects the intellectual contributions of previous researchers and 
presents a balanced view of the complex phenomena under investigation. 

2.11 Limitations of the Methodology 
Despite our rigorous approach, several methodological limitations warrant acknowledgment. 

First, our exclusive focus on English-language publications may have excluded valuable insights 
from non-English literature, particularly studies from regions where e-commerce and review 
practices have unique cultural dimensions. Second, our five-year publication window (2019-2024), 
while ensuring contemporary relevance, may have omitted seminal earlier works that established 
foundational theories in consumer trust and online reviews. 

The decision to include only open-access articles, while enhancing accessibility, potentially 
introduced selection bias by excluding relevant studies in subscription-based journals. Additionally, 
our search was limited to two databases (Scopus and Google Scholar), which, despite their 
comprehensive coverage, may not have captured all relevant publications, particularly those in 
specialized regional journals not fully indexed in these databases. Our bibliometric analysis was 
constrained by the limitations of citation data, which may reflect the popularity rather than the quality 
or relevance of certain works. Similarly, citation patterns can be influenced by factors unrelated to 
research quality, such as author prominence or institutional prestige.  

Finally, the subjective nature of thematic synthesis, despite our reliability measures, 
introduces the possibility of interpretation bias. Alternative analytical approaches might have yielded 
different thematic frameworks or emphasized different aspects of  the literature. By acknowledging 
these limitations transparently, we provide context for interpreting our findings and highlight 
opportunities for methodological refinements in future reviews of the literature on customer reviews, 
trust, and purchase decisions.  

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Bibliometric Analysis of Customer Reviews and Trust Research 
The bibliometric analysis of the included literature revealed distinct patterns in how 

researchers have approached the relationship between customer reviews, trust, and purchase 
decisions in e-commerce environments(Desyawulansari et al., 2023). The examination of publication 
trends, co-citation networks, and thematic clusters provides valuable insights into the evolving 
landscape of this research domain. 

3.1.1 Temporal Evolution of Research Keywords 
The temporal evolution of research on customer reviews and trust is visually represented in 

Figure 3.1, which illustrates the changing focus of scholarly attention over the period 2020-2022. 
This visualization depicts the chronological development of key research themes and their 
interconnections based on keyword co-occurrence. 
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Figure 2. Overlay Visualization 64 Articles 
As shown in Figure 3.1, the research landscape has experienced notable shifts in emphasis 

over this three-year period. Early publications (2020, represented in blue) primarily focused on 
fundamental concepts including "consumer trust," "effect," "purchase decision," and "online review." 
These early keywords established the foundational understanding of how reviews influence 
consumer trust formation in online environments. 

The middle period (2020-2021, shown in light blue/teal) demonstrates an evolution toward 
central concepts like "trust," "review," and "product," with these terms forming the core of the 
network. This shift represents a deepening of the field, moving from general relationships toward 
more specific mechanisms through which reviews influence trust.  

The most recent research (2021-2022, depicted in yellow to red) shows heightened emphasis 
on commercial dimensions, with prominent nodes for "customer," "purchase intention," "decision," 
"purchase," "seller," "service," "internet," and "e-commerce platform." This evolution reflects 
growing scholarly attention to the practical applications of review research in e -commerce 
environments. 

The visualization reveals "trust" and "review" as central concepts bridging across temporal 
periods, suggesting their enduring importance throughout the evolution of the research domain. The 
increasing density of connections over time indicates a progressive integration of concepts as the 
field matures. 
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3.1.2 Thematic Clusters in Customer Reviews and Trust Research 

The thematic landscape of the literature is further elucidated through cluster analysis, 
visualized in Figure 3.2. This network representation maps the conceptual structure of the field, 
revealing three distinct but interrelated research clusters. 

 
Figure 3. Network Visualization 64 Articles 

Cluster 1: Consumer Decision Process (Red)  This cluster encompasses research focusing on 
the commercial outcomes of review influence, including "researcher," "customer," "purchase 
intention," "decision," "purchase," "seller," "trust," "review," "product," "service," "internet," and "e-
commerce platform." The centrality of this cluster in the visualization, with numerous connections 
to other thematic areas, underscores the strong focus on how reviews ultimately impact consumer 
purchasing behavior. 

Cluster 2: Data Analytics and Relationships (Green) This cluster represents research 
examining the methodological and analytical aspects of review research, including "relationship," 
"data," "importance," "consumer trust," "effect," "purchase decision," and "online review." The 
position of this cluster suggests a focus on measuring and quantifying the relationships between 
reviews, trust, and consumer behavior. 

Cluster 3: Transitional Concepts (Yellow/Orange) This smaller, less distinct cluster contains 
concepts that serve as bridges between the other two main research areas, representing transitional 
ideas that connect the analytical approaches with commercial outcomes. 

The visualization reveals not only distinct thematic focuses but also meaningful patterns of 
interconnection between clusters. The strongest inter-cluster connections appear between "trust" and 
"review" (in Cluster 1) and concepts in Cluster 2 like "consumer trust" and "effect," suggesting that 
these serve as important linkages between the analytical approaches and commercial outcomes.  

The relative size of nodes within each cluster provides insights into the comparative 
influence of specific concepts. Within the Consumer Decision Process cluster, "trust," "review," and 
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"product" emerge as the largest nodes, indicating their central importance in the literature. In the 
Data Analytics cluster, "consumer trust" and "effect" appear as dominant concepts, suggesting their 
significance in understanding the mechanisms of review influence. 

3.2 Synthesis of Key Research Findings 

3.2.1 Determinants of Review Credibility and Their Impact on Trust 

The analysis of the literature reveals multiple dimensions that contribute to review 
credibility, which in turn significantly influences consumer trust in e-commerce environments. 
Perceived authenticity emerged as the most critical factor determining review credibility, with 
consumers demonstrating sophisticated capabilities in distinguishing genuine feedback from 
manufactured content. This finding aligns with Peña-García et al. (2024), who identified authenticity 
as a key driver of trust in online reviews. The visualization in Figure 3.1 corroborates this finding, 
with "trust" appearing as a central node with connections to both "customer" and "purchase 
intention." 

Review verification mechanisms, including purchase verification badges and reviewer 
identity confirmation, significantly enhance perceived authenticity. Studies within the Consumer 
Decision Process cluster consistently demonstrate that verified reviews generate higher trust levels 
and exert stronger influence on purchase decisions compared to unverified content. This finding is 
particularly relevant in light of growing consumer skepticism regarding review manipulation, as 
highlighted by Zabeen et al., (2023) in their examination of fake review detection strategies. 

The consistency between review content and numerical ratings emerged as another crucial 
determinant of credibility. Husain et al. (2023) demonstrated that inconsistencies between textual 
content and star ratings significantly undermine consumer trust in reviews. This consistency 
dimension appears in the visualization as connections between "review" and various consumer 
decision elements. 

Interestingly, the analysis revealed that moderate negativity within reviews often enhances 
rather than diminishes credibility. Reviews containing balanced perspectives that acknowledge both 
positive and negative aspects of products are perceived as more authentic and trustworthy than 
exclusively positive evaluations. This finding aligns with Bing & Yang (2020) research on negativity 
bias and "praise cash-back" mechanisms in experiential product pricing strategies. Their work 
demonstrates how incorporating balanced criticism can actually strengthen consumer trust in review 
systems. This finding challenges simplistic assumptions about valence effects and suggests a more 
nuanced relationship between review sentiment and credibility, which has significant implications 
for how businesses should approach review management practices.  

3.2.2 Emotional Content in Reviews and Its Influence on Trust Formation 
The emotional dimension of reviews emerged as a distinct and influential aspect of their 

effectiveness in building consumer trust. The analysis revealed that emotional content serves multiple 
functions in the trust formation process, extending beyond simple valence effects to include aspects 
of intensity, specificity, and congruence with product categories.  

Reviews expressing authentic emotional responses to product experiences, whether positive 
or negative, demonstrate significantly higher perceived helpfulness compared to purely descriptive 
content. Malik & Hussain (2017) established that emotionally resonant reviews create stronger 
connections with potential consumers, facilitating vicarious experience of products and enhancing 
trust. This finding is reflected in Figure 3.2, where "effect" appears as a central node in Cluster 2, 
with connections to both "consumer trust" and "purchase decision." 

The nature of emotional expression varies systematically across product categories, with 
hedonic products eliciting more intense emotional responses compared to utilitarian items. This 
pattern suggests that emotional content may be particularly valuable for products where subjective 
experience constitutes a significant component of value (e.g., entertainment, travel, dining). The 
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cluster analysis supports this differentiation, with "product" appearing as a significant factor in the 
Consumer Decision Process cluster. 

Interestingly, the relationship between emotional intensity and trust appears curvilinear 
rather than linear. Moderately emotional reviews generate higher trust levels compared to either 
emotionally neutral or extremely emotional content. This non-linear relationship suggests that 
consumers apply sophisticated heuristics when evaluating the credibility of emotional expressions in 
reviews, potentially discounting reviews that appear excessively enthusiastic or disproportionately 
negative. 

The analysis further revealed that discrete emotions (e.g., surprise, disappointment, delight) 
in reviews provide different information value for consumers compared to general positive or 
negative sentiment. Specific emotional expressions help potential buyers anticipate their own likely 
responses to products, thereby reducing purchase uncertainty and enhancing trust. This finding 
emphasizes the importance of emotional specificity rather than mere valence in determining review 
effectiveness. 

3.2.3 Technological Factors Affecting Review Systems 

The analysis identified technological factors as increasingly crucial determinants of review 
system effectiveness and trustworthiness. The clustering in Figure 3.2 reveals technological elements 
integrated within the Consumer Decision Process cluster (Cluster 1), reflecting growing scholarly 
attention to how technological advancements shape the review ecosystem.  

Artificial intelligence applications in review management have emerged as a significant 
theme, with multiple studies examining how machine learning algorithms can enhance review quality 
and credibility. Ma et al. (2024) demonstrated that AI-powered filtering systems significantly 
improve consumer trust in review platforms by identifying and removing fraudulent content. This 
finding is represented in the visualization through connections between "internet" and "e-commerce 
platform" nodes. 

Platform design elements, including sorting mechanisms, filtering options, and review 
presentation formats, substantially influence how consumers perceive and process review 
information. The visualization reveals connections between "e-commerce platform" and "customer," 
suggesting that technological considerations extend beyond fraud detection to encompass user 
experience aspects of review systems. Studies within this cluster consistently demonstrate that 
intuitive interfaces that facilitate easy comparison of diverse reviews enhance consumer trust in the 
overall system. 

The analysis further revealed an emerging focus on blockchain technology for review 
verification, representing a potentially transformative approach to establishing review authenticity. 
Zulfiqar et al. (2021) proposed "EthReview," an Ethereum-based product review system specifically 
designed to mitigate rating frauds by creating tamper-proof review records. Similarly, Ramli et al. 
(2016) examined trust factors affecting customer purchase intentions in the social commerce context, 
highlighting how technological solutions can address fundamental trust issues. While still 
exploratory, this research direction highlights how distributed ledger technology could create 
immutable records of verified reviews, potentially addressing fundamental challenges in review 
credibility. This emerging theme connects to both the technological and trust aspects shown in the 
network visualization and represents a promising direction for addressing the persistent problem of 
fake reviews that undermines consumer trust in e-commerce platforms. 

Interestingly, the analysis identified tensions between technological sophistication and 
transparency in review systems. While advanced algorithms may enhance review quality, their 
complexity can potentially reduce consumer understanding of how reviews are filtered and presented. 
This tension highlights the importance of balancing technological advancement with user 
comprehension and trust in the system itself. The visualization captures this relationship through 
connections between "e-commerce platform" and "trust" nodes. 
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3.2.4 Mediating and Moderating Factors in the Relationship Between Reviews and 

Purchase Decisions 
The analysis revealed several important mediating and moderating variables that influence 

the relationship between customer reviews, trust formation, and purchase behavior. These factors 
help explain variations in review effectiveness across different contexts and consumer segments. 

Brand trust emerged as a significant mediator between review perceptions and purchase 
intentions. 16th Wuhan International Conference on E-Business, WHICEB 2017 (2017) 
demonstrated that pre-existing brand trust amplifies the positive impact of favorable reviews on 
purchase intentions. Conversely, for unfamiliar brands, reviews play a more determinative role in 
shaping purchase decisions. This mediating relationship appears in Figure 3.2 as connections 
between "trust" and "purchase intention" in Cluster 1. 

Product type functions as an important moderator, with reviews exerting stronger influence 
for experiential and high-involvement products compared to search goods and low-involvement 
items. This pattern reflects the greater information asymmetry and perceived risk associated with 
experiential products, where direct pre-purchase evaluation is limited. The visualization captures this 
moderating effect through the central positioning of "product" within the network.  

Consumer characteristics, including risk aversion, decision-making styles, and digital 
literacy, further moderate review influence. The analysis revealed that risk -averse consumers 
demonstrate greater reliance on reviews, particularly negative feedback, compared to risk-tolerant 
individuals. This dynamic is particularly evident in research by Chaudhry & Chandhok (2024), who 
demonstrated how online reviews function as effective tools for reducing perceived consumer risks 
in online shopping environments. Similarly, consumers with analytical decision -making styles 
engage more thoroughly with review content compared to those with intuitive styles. Y. Kim et al. 
(2023) further extended this understanding by examining how cultural differences impact trust 
antecedents in online reviews, revealing that consumer characteristics are not universal but culturally 
moderated. These individual differences appear in the visualization through connections between 
"customer" and various review evaluation processes, highlighting the need for a nuanced 
understanding of how consumer segments differ in their approach to review evaluation.  

Purchase stage emerged as another significant moderator, with reviews serving different 
functions across the consumer journey. During initial consideration, reviews primarily function as 
attention-directing mechanisms, while in later stages, they serve as risk-reduction tools for products 
already under serious consideration. This temporal dimension of review influence is represented in 
the visualization through connections between "decision" and various review engagement measures. 

3.2.5 Effective Strategies for E-commerce Review Management 
The analysis identified several evidence-based strategies that e-commerce platforms can 

implement to enhance the effectiveness of their review systems in building consumer trust. These 
strategies span technological, procedural, and communication dimensions of review 
management(“3rd International Conference on Design, Operation and Evaluation of Mobile 
Communications, MOBILE 2022 Held as Part of the 24th HCI International Conference, HCII 
2022,” 2022). 

Implementing robust verification mechdigitalanisms emerged as the most consistently 
supported strategy across the literature. Studies demonstrate that clear verification of reviewer 
purchase history significantly enhances review credibility and effectiveness. This finding is 
represented in Figure 3.2 through connections between "e-commerce platform" and "trust" nodes 
within Cluster 1 (Consumer Decision Process). 

Encouraging balanced and detailed reviews represents another effective strategy. The 
analysis revealed that prompting reviewers to discuss both positive and negative aspects of products 
generates more nuanced and credible content compared to generic review solicitations. Platforms 
that implement structured review templates to elicit comprehensive feedback on specific product 
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dimensions achieve higher review helpfulness ratings. This relationship appears in the visualization 
as connections between "review" and "consumer trust." 

Transparent moderation policies significantly enhance consumer trust in review systems. 
Sıcakyüz & Erdebilli (2023) demonstrated that clearly communicating how reviews are collected, 
evaluated, and displayed increases user confidence in the overall system. This transparency becomes 
particularly important as platforms implement increasingly sophisticated filtering algorithms. The 
visualization represents this relationship through connections between "e-commerce platform" and 
"consumer trust." 

Adaptive presentation of reviews based on consumer preferences and search behavior 
represents an emerging best practice. Studies within the technology-related nodes demonstrate that 
personalized review display that prioritizes reviews addressing specific consumer concerns enhances 
decision confidence and purchase likelihood. This strategy leverages the finding that review 
relevance often outweighs sheer volume or average rating in influencing purchase decisions.  

3.3 Discussion 

3.3.1 Theoretical Implications 
The systematic analysis of the literature yields several important theoretical implications for 

understanding the relationship between customer reviews, trust, and purchase decisions in e -
commerce contexts. These implications extend existing theories and suggest new conceptual 
frameworks for future research. 

First, the findings necessitate a refinement of traditional trust formation models in digital 
environments. While existing theories typically conceptualize trust as a unidimensional construct, 
our analysis reveals its multifaceted nature in review-mediated e-commerce settings. Trust appears 
to develop through distinct but interrelated pathways, including authenticity assessment, emotional 
resonance, and risk reduction. This multidimensional conceptualization helps explain the complex 
patterns of review influence revealed in our analysis and suggests the need for more nuanced 
theoretical frameworks that capture these diverse trust formation mechanisms.  

Second, the analysis challenges simplistic assumptions about review valence effects, 
revealing more complex relationships between review sentiment and effectiveness. The consistent 
finding that moderately negative or balanced reviews often enhance rather than diminish credibility 
contradicts straightforward positivity bias theories. Instead, the results suggest a "truthfulness 
heuristic" wherein consumers use balanced criticism as a signal of reviewer honesty. This heuristic 
operates differently across product categories and consumer segments, suggesting the need for 
contingency theories that account for these contextual variations.  

Third, the findings contribute to emerging theories of technological mediation in consumer 
behavior. The growing importance of technological factors in review effectiveness, as revealed in 
our cluster analysis, highlights how algorithm design, interface characteristics, and verification 
mechanisms increasingly shape consumer trust in digital environments. This technological 
dimension remains undertheorized in existing frameworks of online consumer behavior, suggesting 
the need for integrated models that incorporate both psychological and technological factors in 
explaining review influence. 

Fourth, the analysis suggests important refinements to information processing theories in e-
commerce contexts. The observed patterns of review influence indicate that consumers employ both 
systematic and heuristic processing approaches when evaluating reviews, with the balance between 
these approaches varying based on product involvement, personal expertise, and situational factors. 
This dual-processing perspective helps explain why both detailed argumentative content and 
emotional cues contribute to review effectiveness, albeit through different cognitive pathways. 

3.3.2 Practical Implications 
The findings from this systematic review offer several actionable insights for e-commerce 

retailers, platform designers, and marketers seeking to optimize their review management strategies. 
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For e-commerce platforms, the results highlight the strategic importance of investing in review 
verification systems. The strong relationship between perceived authenticity and review 
effectiveness suggests that platforms should prioritize mechanisms that clearly signal reviewer 
identity and purchase verification. This might include visual indicators of verified purchases, 
reviewer history transparency, and integration with social identity verification. Given the significant 
trust advantage that verified reviews demonstrate in our analysis, these investments likely offer 
substantial returns through enhanced conversion rates. 

The findings further suggest that platforms should reconsider policies that suppress or 
discourage critical reviews. The analysis consistently shows that balanced reviews containing both 
positive and negative aspects engender higher trust compared to uniformly positive content. Rather 
than pursuing maximized rating averages, platforms might better serve both consumers and sellers 
by fostering authentic, nuanced feedback that acknowledges product limitations alongside strengths. 
This approach aligns with the "truthfulness heuristic" identified in our theoretical analysis. 

For brands and retailers, the results emphasize the importance of actively engaging with 
reviews rather than passively collecting them. The finding that brand responses to negative reviews 
can significantly mitigate their adverse effects suggests the value of systematic response strategies. 
However, our analysis indicates that standardized, template-based responses often prove less 
effective than personalized engagement that addresses specific consumer concerns. This suggests the 
need for more sophisticated response protocols that balance efficiency with authenticity.  

The observed interaction between review effectiveness and product type offers important 
guidance for category-specific review strategies. For experiential and high-involvement products, 
where reviews exert stronger influence, retailers should prioritize co llecting detailed narrative 
reviews that address experiential aspects. This aligns with findings from Ma et al. (2024), who 
demonstrated that deep learning technology could effectively analyze sentiment in reviews to predict 
purchase intention across different product categories. Similarly, industry -specific studies by 
researchers like Guan & Lin (2024) on energy-efficient home appliances and Sun & Yu (2025) on 
agricultural products show how review dynamics vary substantially across product types. For search 
goods and routine purchases, simpler rating systems may prove sufficient, as suggested by the 
functional relevance framework developed by Huang (2012). This differentiated approach allows for 
more efficient allocation of review management resources across diverse product portfolios, enabling 
businesses to optimize their review strategies based on product characteristics.  

3.3.3 Future Research Directions 
The systematic analysis of the literature, particularly the visualization of research clusters 

and temporal evolution, reveals several promising directions for future research on customer reviews, 
trust, and purchase decisions. 

First, the growing prominence of technological factors in recent research (visible in the red 
cluster of Figure 3.2) suggests the need for more comprehensive studies examining how emerging 
technologies shape review ecosystems. Future research should investigate how advancements such 
as natural language processing, blockchain verification, and augmented reality reviews might 
transform consumer engagement with review content. Huang et al. (2012) established an early 
foundation for understanding how different types of product information affect consumer decision-
making online, while more recent work by Ma et al. (2024) has demonstrated how deep learning 
technology can be applied to e-commerce review sentiment analysis and purchase intention 
prediction. Nevertheless, as Obaid et al. (2024) have noted in their examination of e-commerce, 
marketing, and consumer behavior in the AI era, these technological dimensions remain relatively 
underexplored despite their increasing practical importance and transformative potential for how 
consumers interact with review content. 

Second, the interaction between emotional content and review effectiveness warrants deeper 
investigation. While our analysis identified emotional resonance as an important dimension of review 
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influence, the specific mechanisms through which different emotions affect trust and purchase 
intentions remain incompletely understood. Future studies should employ more nuanced measures 
of discrete emotions rather than simple valence indicators to clarif y these relationships. 

Third, cross-cultural variations in review perception and influence represent an important 
area for future research. The current literature predominantly examines Western consumer contexts, 
with limited attention to how cultural factors might modify review effectiveness. Given the global 
nature of e-commerce platforms, understanding how cultural dimensions such as uncertainty 
avoidance, collectivism, and power distance influence review perception could provide valuable 
insights for international marketing strategies. 

Fourth, the longitudinal dynamics of review influence throughout the consumer journey 
deserve greater attention. Current research predominantly employs cross-sectional designs that 
capture review effects at specific points in time. Future studies should adopt longitudinal approaches 
to examine how review influence evolves across different stages of the purchase funnel and how 
initial review-based expectations interact with post-purchase experiences to shape long-term 
consumer relationships. 

Finally, the ethical dimensions of review management warrant more systematic 
investigation. As review manipulation techniques become more sophisticated, research addressing 
ethical boundaries in review solicitation, incentivization, and moderation becomes increasingly 
important. This ethical dimension connects to broader questions about algorithmic transparency and 
consumer autonomy in digitally mediated marketplaces. 

3.3.4 Limitations of the Analysis 
While the systematic review yielded valuable insights, several limitations should be 

acknowledged. First, the visualization techniques employed in our bibliometric analysis, while 
powerful for identifying patterns and relationships, inevitably simplify complex research findings. 
The clustering algorithm used to generate Figure 3.2 represents one possible organization of the 
literature; alternative approaches might yield different but equally valid clustering solutions.  

Second, the temporal classification in Figure 3.1, while useful for identifying research 
evolution, imposes somewhat arbitrary boundaries on what is essentially a continuous development 
of scholarly attention. Publications at the boundaries between time periods may be more similar to 
those in adjacent periods than the visualization suggests. 

Third, the focus on English-language publications potentially limits the cultural diversity 
represented in our analysis. Research published in other languages might offer additional 
perspectives on how reviews influence trust in different cultural contexts. Similarly, the three-year 
publication window (2020-2022), while ensuring contemporary relevance, may exclude foundational 
work that continues to influence current thinking. 

Finally, the bibliometric approach emphasizes formalized academic knowledge, potentially 
underrepresenting practical innovations in review management that have not yet been subjected to 
scholarly examination. This limitation suggests the value of complementary approaches that 
incorporate industry perspectives and emerging practices not yet reflected in the academic literature. 
  

4. CONCLUSION 
This systematic literature review has revealed multifaceted dynamics in the relationship 

between online customer reviews, consumer trust, and purchase decisions in e -commerce 
environments. The findings present several interconnected dimensions that collectively shape 
consumer behavior in digital marketplaces. 

The credibility and authenticity of reviews function as the cornerstone of consumer trust in 
e-commerce ecosystems. Our analysis reveals a complex trust-building mechanism that operates 
through multiple cognitive and affective pathways. The perceived authenticity of reviews serves as 
a primary determinant of their effectiveness in fostering trust, with consumers demonstrating 
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sophisticated capabilities in distinguishing genuine feedback from manufactured content. This 
finding extends existing theories of trust formation by highlighting the centrality of perceived 
authenticity in digital environments characterized by information asymmetry and physical 
separation. 

The implementation of robust verification systems to combat fake reviews transcends mere 
technical considerations, representing an essential strategic imperative for e-commerce platforms. 
The proliferation of deceptive reviews substantially undermines the foundational trust architecture 
of online marketplaces, creating ripple effects that extend beyond individual purchase decisions to 
shape broader market dynamics and competitive landscapes. E-commerce platforms that successfully 
establish and maintain review integrity gain significant competitive advantages through enhanced 
consumer confidence and reduced perceived risk. 

Our analysis further illuminates a sophisticated information value hierarchy wherein 
detailed, contextually rich reviews consistently outperform simplistic evaluations in driving purchase 
decisions. This hierarchy operates through complex information processing pathways, with 
consumers employing both systematic and heuristic processing approaches depending on product 
involvement, personal expertise, and situational factors. The preference for comprehensive insights 
addressing multidimensional aspects of product performance reflects consumers' strategic adaptation 
to the inherent limitations of online shopping environments.  

The emotional dimension of reviews emerges as a particularly nuanced factor in trust 
formation. Beyond mere sentiment polarity, the specific emotional signatures embedded within 
reviews including discrete emotions such as delight, disappointment, surprise,  and frustration 
influence their perceived helpfulness and trustworthiness through distinct psychological 
mechanisms. This emotional content functions as a trust catalyst by creating social presence in 
otherwise impersonal digital environments, effectively transforming anonymous feedback into 
relatable human experiences. This finding extends theories of computer-mediated communication by 
highlighting the role of emotional contagion in digital trust formation. 

The effectiveness of reviews as social proof mechanisms demonstrates substantial variation 
across contextual dimensions, including product categories, consumer characteristics, and platform 
features. Our synthesis identifies a complex interaction between review characteristics and product 
attributes, with experiential goods showing significantly higher reliance on reviews compared to 
search goods. This difference manifests not only in the frequency of review consultation but also in 
the qualitative aspects of review processing, with consumers of experiential goods demonstrating 
greater attention to narrative coherence and emotional congruence.  

Consumer heterogeneity further modulates review effectiveness, with individual differences 
in risk aversion, decision-making styles, and digital literacy influencing review reliance patterns. The 
interactive effects between consumer characteristics and review attributes highlight the importance 
of personalized approaches to review management that account for diverse consumer segments rather 
than universal strategies. 

Platform design elements emerge as critical moderators of review effectiveness, with 
interface characteristics, sorting mechanisms, and filtering options substantially influencing how 
consumers perceive and process review information. The presentation format of reviews including 
their chronological arrangement, prominence, and visual integration with product information shapes 
their cognitive accessibility and perceived relevance. E-commerce platforms must therefore approach 
review system design as an integrated component of the overall user experience rather than as an 
isolated feature, considering how design elements interact with content characteristics to shape 
consumer perceptions. 

The methodological landscape of research in this domain reveals both strengths and 
limitations. While experimental designs have established causal relationships between specific 
review characteristics and consumer responses, the ecological validity of these findings warrants 
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further examination through field studies in authentic online shopping environments. The 
predominance of cross-sectional approaches in existing research limits our understanding of how 
review influence evolves over time, particularly in the context of repeated purchases and brand 
relationship development. 

The demonstrated mediating role of trust between reviews and purchase intentions 
necessitates more sophisticated analytical approaches that capture the complex interrelationships 
among variables. Future research should employ structural equation modeling and path analysis to 
map these relationships comprehensively, incorporating potential moderators such as brand 
familiarity, product involvement, and situational factors. Longitudinal designs would further 
illuminate how review influence evolves throughout the consumer journey, from initial awareness to 
post-purchase evaluation and loyalty formation. 

The expanding technological landscape presents both challenges and opportunities for 
understanding review dynamics. Emerging technologies such as augmented reality reviews, video 
testimonials, and blockchain-verified feedback systems introduce new dimensions of authenticity 
and immersion that may fundamentally transform how consumers engage with peer evaluations. 
Research methodologies must evolve to capture these emerging phenomena, potentially 
incorporating computational approaches such as natural language processing and sentiment analysis 
alongside traditional methods. 

For e-commerce platforms, our findings underscore the strategic importance of developing 
comprehensive review ecosystems rather than mere collection mechanisms. This entails 
implementing sophisticated authentication processes to verify reviewer identity, developing adaptive 
moderation systems that balance censorship concerns with quality control, and creating intuitive 
interfaces that facilitate both the generation and consumption of high-quality reviews. Platforms must 
recognize reviews as core strategic assets rather than supplementary features, investing accordingly 
in their technological infrastructure and user experience design. 

For product manufacturers and sellers, our analysis highlights the imperative of actively 
engaging with the review ecosystem rather than passively observing it. This engagement should 
include strategic solicitation of authentic feedback, thoughtful responses to consumer critiques, and 
systematic integration of review insights into product development and marketing strategies. 
Organizations that effectively harness review data as business intelligence gain competitive 
advantages through enhanced market responsiveness and customer-centric innovation. 

For consumers, our findings illuminate both the value and limitations of reviews as decision 
support tools. While reviews offer invaluable peer perspectives, they should be interpreted within the 
broader context of individual preferences, product specifications, and potential biases. Digital 
literacy in review interpretation represents an increasingly essential consumer competency in the 
evolving e-commerce landscape. 

The evolutionary trajectory of online reviews points toward increasing sophistication in both 
generation and interpretation. As consumers become more experienced with digital environments, 
their capabilities in discerning review quality and relevance continue to develop, creating pressure 
for more authentic and informative feedback mechanisms. This coevolution of consumer capabilities 
and platform features suggests an ongoing refinement of the review ecosystem toward greater 
authenticity, personalization, and contextual relevance. 

The future research agenda in this domain should explore several emerging frontiers: the 
integration of reviews with artificial intelligence for personalized recommendation systems; the 
cross-cultural dimensions of review perception and effectiveness; the application of neuroscience 
methods to understand cognitive and affective processing of reviews; and the ethical implications of 
review manipulation and management strategies. These research directions promise to further 
illuminate the complex interplay between social influence, trust dynamics, and decision-making in 
digital environments. 
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In conclusion, this systematic review has revealed the multifaceted nature of online customer 
reviews as complex socio-technical artifacts that function simultaneously as information sources, 
trust signals, risk reduction mechanisms, and community-building tools in the e-commerce 
ecosystem. Understanding this complexity is essential for developing effective strategies that 
enhance the value of reviews for all stakeholders in the digital marketplace.  
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